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MODRTON MADNESS XIV  Ron Rhode April 2008

L=, T As of 2007 Ron Rhode is beginning his 33" year as one of the
e B most popular theatre organists. His recordings have received “Top Rat-
- i ing 10/10” from CD Review Magazine, and he was awarded “Theatre
Organist Of The Year — 1989” by the American Theatre Organ Soci-
ety. He has played virtually every major theatre organ installation in the
~ world. He is a favorite at American Theatre Organ Society national and
X, regional conventions. He has more than twenty recordings to his credit.

Saturday, ==
April 12 -
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Ron is a native of Illinois, where he began his musical career
on the piano. He quickly advanced to classical pipe organ, and in 1968
held his first theatre organ job playing for roller skating. In 1973 Ron
moved to Phoenix, Arizona, to start a long association with the Organ
Stop Pizza restaurants. In 1975 Ron moved to Mesa, Arizona, where he
held the Featured Organist post and played for pizza patrons until No-
vember, 1986. In July, 1988, Ron again joined the staff as Associate
- Organist until his retirement in 2000. In Phoenix, he has been the Fea-
tured Organist for the Orpheum Theatre Silent Sunday Series since its

See insert for Itinerary

and Ticket Order Form!

inception in May, 1999.

For those of you new to Sierra Chapter, this is your opportunity to hear two very nice Robert Morton Theatre Organs: They are nearly identi-
cal in specifications but with very different sounds due both to their rehabilitation and the acoustics of the rooms where they are installed.

Come early and bring a picnic lunch to enjoy at the Harzell’s lovely outdoor patio. Purchase a glass of wine to savor before the concert.

The organ at Harmony Wynelands
was originally installed in the San
Francisco Castro Theatre as a 2/11 in
1922. An intervening owner, re-
placed the two-manual console with a
three-manual one. Bob Hartzel pur-
chased the instrument in 1987, and
installed it in the “Blue Barn” which
was built especially for the organ.

The Organ at Ironstone Vineyards
was originally installed in the Alham-
bra Theatre in Sacramento as a 3/11

in 1927. From there, it went to a Bap-
tist Church in Stockton. When they
no longer wanted it, Bob Hartzell pur-
chased it. John Kautz later bought it
for his winery and built the Alhambra
Music Room to house it (now a 3/14)
and provide banquet space.
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WOW! Thisis our first time to step out and bcgin a SCHOLARSHIP FUND! \Ve have over $5,000.00 that have been
given to the E ndowment Fund P]us the matching funds from Sierra Chaptcr.

Many havc giVCF\ in mcmorg O‘FIOVCd ones ancl 1Cricncls:

This past month Mac Wurtsbaugh, a long time member and supporter oFSierra Chapter, gave $1,000.00 in memory

of Bob Vaug}‘m, Bob was one of the last, real old-time silent movie organists l‘uaving bcgun Plaging for the silents at the
Eggptian Theatreinl os Angclcs. | _ater, he Plagcd at the Avenue Theatre in San [rancisco; he Playcd every night
for 1 4 years. Thank you Mac for honoring E)ob!

Our Librarian, Alicc Kutzcr, gave $100.00 in memory of her aunts, Doris Schmicrcr Amburn and [ mma Wittmer.

We received $300.00 from an anonymous donor! l do know that the person sold some of her vacation time to give the

donation! WOW! You can make a donation at any event or send a check to our Trcasurcr, bob Sumq:cl,

Our Sierra CI’:aPtcr Boarcl has voted to give the Pro{:its from the refreshment sales at our Silent Movies to the fund.

At the last movie several Pcoplc gave extra money. Many said “anything to hclP the young Pcoplc”,

Rcmcmbcr, we will give scho]arships from the growth of the Fund. The greater it grows, the more interest we have to
award to the 3outh of our area. THANK YOU to Al ] who have given; we will all reap the benefits of this

Scholarship fund. Lct’s raise $5,000.00 more this yearlll Tom Norvc“, chairman, sc]ﬂolat‘ship committee

MEMEBELRSHIPD NEWS
Welcome new members:

Rosalie & Ken Ingle
from Citrus Heights

AR A B T I T

OROVILLE STATE THEATER
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

S80TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! Oroville’s State Theatre - SOth Birthday

Saturday, April 5, 2008 at 7:30 PM
Featuring Buster Keaton in . . . . . .
THE GENERAL ey David Dewey, our Sierra Chapter correspondent in Oroville, reports that this party will be a

A Silent Movie Classic | ~ “big do”, with searchlights, antique cars, stars, with Dave Moreno and Matias Bombal and
i “The l:;l}etace" &L some vaudeville, too. Silent movies will include Buster Keaton, in The General, and The
- ith ,
" Dave Moreno { Paleface.

| at the 5" The Organ status at this point is just prep. The chamber is empty, but the ceiling and floor
Theater Organ

VRO
‘ - Vocal Stylings of

‘Matias Bombal
" VAUDEVILLE
_Acrs!
s .".a[ Conte welle the Tickets are $8.00. You can reserve them by calling (530) 538-2415.
B 12 Caiaeu e sy

Yes, there will be CAKE!

need some work, as does the air line duct from the basement. The grill is covered over
with sections of the grill itself missing, however they do know where to get exact replace-
ment materials, so there is no anticipation of BIG problems, just little ones that will take
some time to overcome.
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pRE’|D!NT'! p!k’pECTIVE—CAROl Zerbo

Goodness! Seems like I just
wrote one of these a few minutes
ago! Time flies when you're hav-
ing fun. And--it's Morton Mad-
ness time! If you are the type who
likes last minute adventure (and we
do have a few folks who are pick-
ing up tickets at Lodi) you MUST
call 916 624-9182 and let me know
you are coming by April 10th so
we can have a ticket for you at
Harmony Wynelands. The nice
folks at Ironstone might get a bit
testy if more people show up than
they had planned for. I'm really
looking forward to hearing Ron
Rhode since I missed him at the
Towe last year. From the number
of tickets already sold, it appears
that quite a few people are also
looking forward to hearing him on
these two Morton theatre organs.

Speaking of the Towe-- we had
our first silent movie for 2008 on
March 14. Bob Salisbury played
for "The mark of Zorro" starring
Douglas Fairbanks SR. Bob did
his usual wonderful job and we all
thoroughly enjoyed the evening. |
understand that organists consider
their job well done if someone says
they were focused on the movie,
not the music. Yet, when the lights
came back on at intermission and

after the movie, folks came up for a
closer look at the instrument sub-
liminally providing an enhanced
viewing experience. This is the
original purpose of the theatre pipe
organ and a visit to the console is
the ideal opportunity for a quick
lesson in the history and workings
of these amazing machines.

In the very near future, we will
have a new Sierra Chapter sign by
the Towe organ that will contain
pictures of the chambers and bro-
chures on the organ and Sierra
Chapter/ATOS information. I hope
that will encourage people to ask
questions, take pictures, reminisce
(whatever happened to that organ
in Arden Pizza & Pipes?), and in
general, spread the word about our
activities.

There has been a lot of discus-
sion about the direction/future of
ATOS and I am grateful that peo-
ple closely involved for many years
have shared their knowledge and
views with me. I encourage all
newcomers and returnees, like my-
self, to contribute to the discussion.
Sometimes the best ideas come
from people who can't tell a tibia
from a posthorn but they know
what they like to hear and don"t
want it to go away. Don't be shy!

Call me-- I'm listed here in the
Spiel and would love to hear from
you.

This is the perfect time since
National is restructuring. If you
will visit their website and look at
the Education piece under "What's
new" you will find that the Board
has been busy but it will be up to
the local chapters to implement
these plans. Help is needed and
always welcome!

Since I'm all on about the future
I'll update you re:Eric Fricke.
Mom Nancy emailed me that Eric's
auditions with the school in North
Carolina and at Curtis in Philadel-
phia went well. North Carolina ac-
cepted him on the spot and they ex-
pect to hear from Curtis the first
week in April so we will have his
decision for the May Spiel. He will
thrive in either school -- how nice

to have a
choice but
that's tal-
ent for
you!
Enough
from me.
See y'all
at Morton
Madness!

Cz
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR EVENTS
NOR-CAL TOS EVENT

SIERRA CHAPTER EVENTS || TOWE MUSEUM EVENTS
Towe Auto Museum

Morton Madness XIV 2200 Front Street
Saturday April 12th Sunday March 30th
1:00 PM 2:00 PM
Ron Rhode Dave Sauer
Harmony Wynelands, Lodi Free With Museum

Ironstone Vineyards, Murphys Admission

$50 per person
Includes Buffet Dinner

Sierra Lhapter ATOS

The Chapter was organized in 1968 as a not-for-profit corporation under the statutes of the
State of California and is recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Reve-
nue Code and Section 23701d of the California Revenue and Taxation Code. It was organized
for the purpose of preservation and promotion of the Theatre Pipe Organ and its music. Mem-
bership in the local Chapter also encourages membership in the National Organization, American

Theatre Organ Society (ATOS.) www.atos.org

Berkeley Community Theater
Sunday Mavy 4 -2:30 PM
Ken Double
$15/General Admission

OROVILLE STATE THEATRE
Saturday Apr5 -7:30 PM

Dave Moreno Matias Bombal
The State’s 80th Birthday

SANTA BARBARA EVENT
Arlington Theatre

Saturday May 10-11:00 AM
Jerry Nagano

1317 State St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
SBTOS Hotline: 805-692-0939




